PREFACE.

to help some vicar in Dover to get the patronage of *
living out of the hands of the parishioners. The one
great blemish in Dean Stanley's Lectures on tlic
Church of Scotland is his failure to appreciate tin
Free Church movement. The Church of Scotland
which, till that time, had always embraced the ma&
of the people, was being threatened with the sam<
evil which has long been passively endured in th
Church of England. The patrons were thrusting mei
upon parishes without any regard to the special want
of these parishes or to the wishes of the people. Th
Dean seems to think the Free Church cause suffi
ciently refuted by the fact that Achterarder, the seen
of the original conflict, &fter a few years, settled into
haven of perfect peace. And so, to my fcaowle%l
has many an English parish after a similar
tion y but it has been the peace of death. The peopl
either become Nonconformists, or they cease to tak
an interest in anything that concerns the Church.

The one great advantage of the Church of Englan
at the present hour is its indifference to theologies
dogmas. It is only a State Church that could seem
the freedom which is now enjoyed by the Englis
clergy. It is only a State Church which could gn
the laity this practical lesson that religion consists i
something that we are to be and to do, and not i
holding some speculative opinions, about which me
may differ for ever. There is not, however^
; which we can boast even in this. The
recent charge, has told us that it m only i& 4jj
of England that such men as
and Frederick Deiuson

